
Test Security 

There are three different types of test security incidents: 

1. Impropriety 

 Unusual circumstance that has a low impact on the testing individual or group of students 

 Low risk of affecting student performance, test security, or test validity 

 Correctable and containable at local level 

 Must be reported to the LEA CAASPP coordinator or the test site coordinator 

Coordinator must report the impropriety, using the STAIRS form within 24 hours of the incident 

 May be reported in the appeals module should an appeal be required 

2. Irregularity 

 Unusual circumstance that impacts the testing individual or group of students 

 May affect student performance, test security, or test validity 

 Correctable and containable at local level 

 New: LEAs are not required to report failure to administer the classroom activity 

 Must be reported to the LEA CAASPP coordinator or the  test site coordinator 

 Coordinator must report the irregularity, using the STAIRS form within 24 hours of the incident 

 If needed, coordinator will be instructed to submit an appeal in the TOMS Appeals module for resolution 

3. Breach 

 Event that threatens test validity (e.g., release of secure materials) 

 Example: Student or administrator takes a photograph and posts to social media 

 External implications for the Consortium 

 Must be reported to the LEA CAASPP coordinator or the test site coordinator, who must report the 

breach, using the STAIRS form within 24 hours of the incident 

 

 

Type of Security Incident Example 

Test Impropriety Students talking during testing 

Test Irregularity Student cheating or providing answers to 

one another 

Test Irregularity Student accessing or using electronic 

equipment (e.g., cell phone) 

Test Breach Administrator or coordinator modifying 

student responses or record at any time 

Test Breach Administrator allowing students to take 

home test questions, passages, prompts, or 

scratch paper 

 


